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India will never forget or forgive the atrocities perpetrated by the
agents of the Government, one example of which should suffice.
Towards the end of November, 100 Moplahs were huddled into a
closed goods wagon in a fateful journey from Calicut to Madras. At
Podanoor station, the door was opened, and it was discovered that 66
had died of thirst and suffocation. Every British child reads and
shudders at the account of the so-called Black Hole of Calcutta;
Siraj-ud-Dowlah's crime, however, is a matter of controversy among
historians. There is no controversy about the Moplah massacre;
there can be no denying also the role of the British community in
India raising funds for the defence of the British officer responsible
for the atrocity.7

The non-co-operation wave surged more and more powerfully as
the months rolled on. At Karachi, on July 8, the all-India Khilafat
Committee, after reiterating the Muslim claims, declared that no
Muslim should serve in the English army or assist in recruiting. The
Conference went so far as to threaten to proclaim a republic in India
and advocate civil disobedience at the December session of the Con-
gress if the Government did not change its hostile attitude to the
Angora leaders. A little later, on July 28, the All-India Congress
Committe at Bombay decided to boycott the Prince of Wales, whose
visit had been announced, and declared an unrelenting boycott of
foreign goods. In September, the Ali brothers and several other
Muslim notables were arrested on the charge of seditious speeches at
Karachi. Immediately, the Central Khilafat Committee met at Delhi
and unanimously ratified the resolutions of the Karachi Conference.
Hundreds of meetings all over India did the same. On October 4,
Gandhiji announced that he considered himself, as ever, bound irre-
vocably in friendship with his Muslim colleagues. Fifty leading mem-
bers of the All.India Congress Committee approved Gandhiji's decla-
ration that every citizen was entitled to express his views on non-
co-operation, adding that no Indian, whether civil functionary or
soldier, should serve a government which has brought the moral,
political and economical degradation of India. The Ali brothers* trial
took place at Karachi, and with their fellow-accused, they were sen-
tenced to two years' imprisonment.

To this sentence India replied with unprecedented vigour. On
November 4, the All-India Congress Committee met at Delhi and

7 For the last two paragraphs, see H. P. Ghose, "Congress" (in Bengali), pp,
412-13 ; Ambedkar, op. at., 146-51; E. M. S. Namboodripad, "The Peasant Move-
ment in Kerala", passim.
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